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Research 

Six potato projects are continuing under the Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture 2 

including research on PVY, wireworm, zebra chip/potato psyllid monitoring, Verticillium 

detection, nitrogen management under irrigation and a national potato variety evaluation 

program. Highlights to date include: 

• In a Canada-wide survey, the majority of potato virus Y (PVY) infections are of the strain 

causing tuber necrosis (PVYNTN; 68%), with fewer of PVYO (21%) and PVYN:O (11%); 

• Integrating an entomopathogen with a sex pheromone is efficacious and promising for 

the control of adult click beetles and new, highly effective chemical controls and attract-

and-kill application methods for wireworms in potatoes and rotational crops such as 

wheat have been identified;  

• Potato psyllid was detected in Alberta in 2015 but DNA analysis showed that it was 

negative for the Zebra Chip pathogen; 

• Variety evaluation trials have been completed in all regions and at several locations field 

days were held during the 2015 growing season. 

 

A three-year late blight project was submitted to the AAFC Agri-Innovation Program and 

approved in December 2015. The project will proceed with full funding for two years, ending in 

March 2018. Five provincial organizations are supporting this project (PE, ON, MB, AB, BC) with 

$121k in industry funding. The lead researcher is Dr. Rick Peters, AAFC Charlottetown. 

 

Promotion and Marketing 

Following the successful completion of a national potato promotion campaign in Chatelaine and 

Today’s Parent magazines and websites in February/March 2015, the Marketing and Promotion 

Working Group has begun work on a campaign in 2016. Provincial organizations have agreed to 

jointly fund two potato Chef Michael Smith CPMA Half Your Plate instructional cooking videos. 

These efforts contribute to a coordinated national initiative to address declining potato 

consumption in Canada through promotion of the nutritional value and versatility of fresh 

potatoes as part of a healthy diet for Canadians.  

 

International 

Members of the Canadian potato industry participated in the World Potato Congress held in 

Beijing Yanqing in July 2015. Developments in potato research and products internationally and 

in China were presented to delegates. The Congress coincided with the potato being 



proclaimed as a staple food in China, along with rice, corn and wheat. Prior to the Congress, 

some attendees joined with representatives of Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and the UK 

for a 2-day meeting of the International Potato Group to discuss common issues related to 

potato research and marketing/promotion. 

 

International standard harmonization under the North American Plant Protection Organization 

(NAPPO) continued with industry participation at the 2015 annual meeting in Mexico and 

through the continuing participation in the Potato and Oversight Expert Groups. 

  

Potato Task Force 

The Potato Task Force is co-chaired by the Canadian Potato Council and AAFC and has 

representation of provincial grower organizations, provincial governments and federal 

government (AAFC, CFIA, Global Affairs Canada). The objective of the PTF is to investigate 

alternative options to the Seed Potato Tuber Quality Management Program (SPTQMP) for seed 

potato tuber inspection for exports to the United States. The PTF met in March, July and 

November 2015 to continue discussions on potential options and to provide input for the PTF 

Final Report on SPTQMP. It is anticipated that the federal government will release its updated 

cost recovery analysis in the coming year and that this will pose significant challenges to grower 

viability. 

 

Export Market Development 

Export market development activities continued with support of funding from AAFC under the 

AgriMarketing2 Program with funding expired March 31, 2015. The activities completed included 

engagement with international partners including NAPPO, the development of a potato variety 

breeding strategy and development of a seed potato tuber inspection model. Potatoes Canada 

activities include maintaining a database of export requirements, attendance at trade shows and 

support for incoming missions. An AgriMarketing2 application proposing $369,750 in funding 

was submitted to AAFC in May 2015 to continue these activities through the remaining three 

years of Growing Forward2. As of the annual meeting, approval of this funding has not been 

received 11 months after submission. 

 

Wireworm 

Industry efforts aimed at continued access to the use of phorate for the control of wireworm in 

potatoes resulted in a PMRA announcement in July 2015 that full registration had been granted 

to phorate technical and the new end-use product Thimet 20-G. The adoption of new application 

technology mitigates the risk to birds that was associated with the use of the previous phorate 

formulation, while continuing the availability of this important tool to manage wireworm in 

potatoes. 

 

Plant Breeders’ Rights 

The Canadian industry was pleased that their support for Bill C-18 including amendments to the 

Plant Breeders’ Rights Act, contributed to the Bill receiving Royal Assent on February 27, 2015. 

Canada’s ratification of the international standard of UPOV91 in June 2015 confirmed to the 

world that Canada supports an agricultural sector that is sustainable and competitive and that 

investment is welcome domestically and internationally. Such amendments are critical to 

encourage the introduction of new potato varieties into Canada from both domestic and 

international breeders. There is opportunity to increase the duration of protection from 20 to 25 

years, should industry support such an amendment. 



 

NPRA 

Interest continues to establish a National Promotion and Research Agency (NPRA) for 

Potatoes. Wider industry consultation will take place to inform and consult with key stakeholders 

prior to an application is submitted to the Farm Products Council of Canada.  

 

Tampering 

The CPC received regular updates on the tampering case involving PEI potatoes from the 2014 

crop.  As well, the CPC held a conference call with AAFC to understand potential insurance 

products that could help protect growers from severe financial consequences if tampering were 

to occur in future.  The criminal investigation into the tampering case continues, and to date, no 

incidences have been found in the 2015 crop.  

 

Other Meetings 

The Canada-U.S. Potato Committee met in Ottawa in November, 2015.  As well, CPC 

representatives met with senior CFIA staff regarding concerns over staffing decisions and the 

need for a defined transition program for the National Manager position in the Potato Section.   
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