
Commodity Coordination

Apple

The CHC addresses areas of interest or concern on a cross-commodity basis through its 
Permanent Standing Committees that are convened once a year at the annual general 
meeting and through the various sub-committees, advisory committees and working 
groups that meet in person or by teleconference over the course of the year.  The CHC 
also has Permanent Commodity Standing Committees that meet annually at the CHC 
annual general meeting and their respective sub-committees and working groups that 
meet regularly during the year.  Through this multi-dimensional approach we are able to 
meet the needs of members and member’s growers on the many issues facing industry in 
a comprehensive and cohesive manner, speaking with one strong voice.

Commodity Working Groups are very active in the CHC process, many of the day to day 
issues and initiatives accomplished by the CHC take root there.  Current working groups 
are in place for Greenhouse, Potatoes, Blueberry, Apples and Vegetables.  What follows is 
a short description of each of these commodity working groups activities over the course 
of 2015 and their place within the Canadian horticultural landscape.

Apples
The Apple Working Group (AWG) is tasked with addressing and moving issues forward in 
the interval between annual general meetings. The group is comprised of member repre-
sentatives from each of the major growing regions of Canada as well as the Executive Direc-
tors of their respective provincial grower organizations.  The group is also accompanied by 
an AAFC sector specialist who contributes significantly to assist members in their endeavors.

The Apple Working Group (AWG) met formally twice in 2015:  at the CHC AGM in March 
and the Mid-Summer meeting in August. A number of conference calls have also taken 
place as well. Some of the important issues that were discussed and actions accom-
plished follows.

Advocacy
The AWG was active in the Canadian Retaliatory Tariffs Arising from US Country of Origin 
Labelling (COOL) issue and advised the federal government that, while not unanimous 
for all members, the position of the group was no opposition to the application of tariffs. 
Advocacy was also accomplished via US Apple to indicate our support to them for the 
repeal of COOL legislation at the US Senate. Ultimately, COOL legislation was repealed 
thus avoiding potential tariffs to be applied against specified US products being import-
ed into Canada, of which apples would have been subject to a 100% tariff. 



The AWG was very active in developing opposition to an application submitted to the Interna-
tional Federation for Produce Standards (IFPS) for the creation of two separate PLU codes for 
Honeycrisp apples, one for small and one for large Honeycrisp.  The AWG was concerned that 
the creation of two PLU codes would erode the premium quality and pricing for Honeycrisp that 
currently exists for Canadian producers

Since 2014 several members of the AWG have been contributing to the production of a national 
voluntary biosecurity standard development as members of the Fruit and Tree Nut Biosecurity 
Advisory Committee (FTNBAC). The FTNBAC met several times by teleconference and also in 
person.  While work will continue on the Producer Manual that will eventually accompany the 
Standard, the CFIA will be publishing the completed Standard in March 2016. 

Mid-Summer Apple Meeting 
The CHC Mid-Summer Apple Meeting was hosted by the Nova Scotia Fruit Growers’ Association 
and held on August 4 & 5, 2015 in Nova Scotia. The industry meeting and orchard tour were well 
attended by apple growers and industry representatives from across Canada.

The mid-summer meeting business included discussions on mar-
ket conditions (including crop estimates) and trends, Cluster 2 re-
search grants as well as industry strategy for research, marketing 
and issue management.  The agenda also included presentations 
from Summerland Varieties Corporation on their activities and 
from Perennia regarding Nova Scotia’s 2014 Fire Blight Epidemic.

The 2016 mid-summer meetings will be hosted by New Bruns-
wick at roughly the same time period as last year; the final 
dates will be determined at this year’s annual general meeting.

Royal Agricultural Winter Fair – Apple Competition
The annual apple competition at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair selects Canada’s best apples 
in a variety of categories, including New Varieties, Heritage Varieties (those no longer commonly 
grown), and Commercial Varieties (apples grown widely in Canada’s apple-producing regions). 
Entries are also accepted in three additional categories: heaviest apple, most unusually shaped 
apple, and best collection of any five different varieties.

The competition is now attracting close to 200 
entries from four of Canada’s five major 
apple-growing regions: British Columbia, Ontar-
io, Quebec and Nova Scotia. The competition is 
open to growers from anywhere in Canada, and 
in addition to ribbons, cash prizes are awarded 
to the top four finishers in each category. 

The Canadian Horticultural Council trophy, 
awarded to the winner of the new varieties 
section, was once again awarded in 2015 to 
Verger François et Luc Turcotte of Ste-Famille, QC. 



Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture 2 – Apple Activities
The following industry-driven issues, which were common throughout the collaborating prov-
inces, are being worked on with funding from the Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture 
2 (within the Growing Forward 2 program) with total funding of $1.5 million over 5 years (2013 
to 2018).  Provincial partners on the Cluster 2 projects are BC Fruit Growers’ Association, Quebec 
Federation of Apple Producers and Ontario Apple Growers.  

 • Optimizing Storage Technologies to Improve Efficiency, Reduce Energy 
  Consumption, and Extend the Availability of Canadian Apples – Dr. Jennifer DeEll, OMAFRA
 • Improving tree fruit storage management using weather based predictions of  
  fruit quality at harvest – Dr. Gaetan Bourgeois, AAFC
 • Performance of Honeycrisp on New Size-Controlling Rootstocks – Dr. John Cline,  
  University of Guelph
 • New biological control agents for postharvest diseases of pome fruit – Dr. Louise  
  Nelson, University of BC

The CHC implemented a communications plan and is posting Cluster 2 reports to the CHC 
website on a semi-annual basis (November and May). A success stories booklet and a series of 
surveys for Cluster 2 participants, including researchers, administrators and industry contribu-
tors are additional materials available.

The CHC has begun the planning for Cluster 3, which is anticipated to be part of Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada’s next suite of programs and will begin in April 2018. Over the next year, 
CHC will be working with commodity groups to update research strategy documents and review 
national research priorities. 

Canadian Apple Statistics, Situation, Challenges and Opportunities

Farm Cash Receipts
Total Canadian annual Farm Cash Receipts (FCR) edged lower in 2014 over 2013 by 
approximately 5%.  While Ontario experienced a good level of increase in 2014, all other 
regions experienced a decline.



Cultivated Area
There was very little change in the total Canadian cultivated area for apples during the 2015 
season; in fact this has been generally the case over the last five reported periods.  

Marketed Production
For the 2015 year of reporting total Canadian Marketed Production incurred a reduction of 16% 
with Ontario registering the largest reduction of 34%.  The only producing province experienc-
ing growth in marketed production was New Brunswick at 10% over the 2014 period albeit this 
growth was based on a significantly smaller historical reference base.


