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The Blueberry Working Group (CHC-BWG)
Jack Bates (British Columbia) has served as Chair for the Blueberry Working Group 
(BWG) for the last three years. The BWG met once by teleconference following the 
2015 CHC AGM.  The development of a National Blueberry Research and Innovation 
Strategy as well as crop protection issues (Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD) in partic-
ular) remained the dominant topics of discussion over the course of this last year, as 
was the case for the year prior. The BWG will also meet once again during the upcom-
ing 2016 AGM.

Advocacy
The BWG demonstrated the importance of industry working together through CHC 
early after the 2015 AGM and were able to assist in ensuring the emergency registra-
tion of Bifenthrin (Capture) so that it may be used for the 2015 harvest season by grow-
ers in British Columbia. CHC staff was present at meetings with the Pest Management 
Regulatory Authority shortly after the AGM and were also able to coordinate national 
blueberry industry support for this initiative through the Blueberry Working Group.  

Research and Innovation
It is generally accepted within the industry that while most all provincial blueberry 
associations had guiding strategic documents, no over-arching blueberry research 
and innovation strategy on a National scale exists. The National Blueberry Research 
and Innovation Strategy seeks to articulate stakeholder priorities for research and 
innovation in the Canadian industry over the next five (5) to ten (10) years and provide 
guidance on addressing these priorities through new and existing collaborations.  The 
intended work to develop the strategy will be conducted through a comprehensive con-
sultation process. It is anticipated that this process will produce a workable action plan 
that can be used to secure additional funding that will benefit the industry.  

Despite a few important setbacks during the process, CHC staff persisted and was able 
to develop an opening for funding of this project through the current CHC Agri-Sci-
ence Cluster initiatives. In fact, as a result of these efforts, this opening has been cre-
ated for all commodities within CHC’s mandate.  If successful, this approach will also 
be an excellent way of producing the strategy and priorities needed as we approach 
submissions for the renewed science cluster projects under the eventual Growing For-
ward framework to begin in 2018.  

The Canadian Blueberry Sector (Highbush and Lowbush Combined)
The Canadian blueberry industry is clearly composed of two sub-sectors; highbush and 
lowbush, with the former being principally located in British Columbia and the latter 
in Eastern Canada. The combined farm gate values for the whole sector amounted to 
just under $262 million dollars in 2015, representing a combined decline of 1% over 
2014. In 2015 the highbush sub-sector continued impressive increases in farm gate 
value while the lowbush sub-sector incurred a 20% decline, principally in Québec. 

Marketed production generally followed this same trend although farm gate value 
has appeared to diminish overall more rapidly than marketed production indicating 
downward pressure on pricing during 2015. 



British Columbia once again increased their cultivated area by roughly 15% with a related 
increase of bearing area by the same percentage.  Characterized by the highbush sub-sector 
British Columbia benefits from over 95% of their cultivated area bearing fruit contrary to the 
lowbush sector which generally shows that roughly half of cultivated area becomes bearing 
each year.  



High Bush Blueberry - 2015  
The Canadian highbush sub-sector registered an increase of just 
under 20% in farm gate value in 2015 over 2014 driven exclusively 
by an increase of 25% in British Columbia who represent over 90% 
of the total highbush industry in Canada.  There remains small but 
steady highbush production in Eastern Canada however over the last 
year their farm gate values, except for Nova Scotia, have diminished.  
Cultivated and bearing areas have followed these same generally trends.  Marketed production 
however has increase by 6.3% in British Columbia in 2015 indicating, when compared to farm 
gate values, that pricing improved over 2014.



Low Bush Blueberry - 2015 
In 2015 lowbush marketed production decreased 
by just over 3% while total farm gate values 
decreased by almost 21% indicating important 
downward pressure on pricing. After a phenomenal year in Quebec during the 2014 period, mar-
keted production and farm gate values appear to be returning to more normal trends although 
certainly improving the general averages over a 5 year period. There have been only small 
changes in cultivated and bearing acres for the lowbush sub-sector during the 2015 period.


