
Crop, Plant Protection 
and the Environment 

Charles Stevens has completed his third year as Chair of the Crop, Plant Protection and 
the Environment Committee. Its working group, the Crop Protection Advisory Committee 
(CPAC), also chaired by Charles Stevens and with Tracy Shinners-Carnelley  as Vice-Chair, 
participated in numerous industry/stakeholder meetings on behalf of the CHC and also 
oversaw six CPAC conference calls and a two-day CPAC face-to-face meeting in Novem-
ber 2015. Committee members are to be commended for their dedication and persistent 
hard work on behalf of CHC members across Canada. While it is not possible to list each 
and every activity or subject matter the group has addressed over the past year within 
this report, a short list of the priority issues, in no particular order, follows.

Regional Perspectives
The CPAC met in November 2015 and this provided an excellent opportunity to gauge 
the Canadian crop protection environment over the last year. The issue of pollinator 
health continues to be top of mind for all regions throughout Canada and particular-
ly Ontario considering the provincial government’s actions on this issue. Spotted Wing 
Drosophila (SWD) and the need for new products for treatment was a common concern 
across all regions of the country. 

Crop Protection Consultations 
A number of issues surrounding pesticides in general were attended to by CPAC over the 
course of the year and a few formal consultations were also addressed and submissions 
prepared. For example, during our last teleconference in February 2016 the CPAC re-
viewed no less than 21 publications from the PMRA in addition to publications from the 
AAFC-Market Access Secretariat, the CFIA and the Government of Ontario. Arising from 
this review the CPAC identified consultations that required further attention on behalf of 
industry.

Late in 2015 the Report of the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Devel-
opment of Canada was issued concerning the PMRA.  Added to this was the reality that 
the 2015 federal election period allowed the PMRA to accomplish much work during 
which interaction with industry was not permitted.  The result of these two realities is 
that beginning early in 2016 a series of consultations has already begun and a number of 
others are expected in the spring and afterwards.

In addition to these formal consultations and in anticipation of a pending reevaluation, 
CPAC has developed a pre-consultation survey format and a consultation response pro-
cess for producers. It will be critical that CHC members ensure that growers participate in 
these consultation processes so that a strong voice on behalf of horticulture can be offered.



Grower Registered Own Use (GROU) Program  
Registrant support of this program remains a constant constraint to its enhanced use by produc-
ers. This issue was addressed in detail during a joint GROU nomination committee and PMRA 
meeting and some movement on their part to implement measures to enhance registrant par-
ticipation is expected. Efforts to maintain adequate pricing comparisons between Canada and 
the United States, particularly in adjoining province-state situations, continue to be a challenge.  
The current low Canadian dollar obviously reduces the dependence on GROU nominated prod-
ucts but this does not mean that this process should be left unattended as time has shown that 
the dollar eventually rises and the need for the GROU will be important.

CODEX Nominations
International harmonization of MRLs is becoming ever more important as international trade 
expands. Each year representatives of Health Canada’s PMRA attend to the submission of CO-
DEX nominations on behalf of Canadian industry. CPAC has participated in the process in order 
to ensure horticulture submissions figure within the nominations. There is general belief within 
horticulture and other sectors that the CODEX nomination and review process needs to acceler-
ate. Little has been done to demonstrate this in the past. CPAC continues its work to ensure that 
enhanced education of the process and an improved outreach plan to solicit nominations is ac-
complished. In order to continue support in this direction of behalf of CHC and its membership, 
CPAC members have been actively involved during the annual Industry-Government Meeting on 
Pesticide Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs).

Harmonization
The annual Minor Use Priority Workshop (March 2015) was once again a success for growers. 
Additionally, CPAC members attended the Global Minor Use meeting held in September 2015 in 
Chicago. The 2017 meeting is already being planned and may be hosted by Canada.

The Crop Protection Advisory Committee (CPAC)
With so much activity within one committee it is natural that the work plan and responsibilities 
of the various committee members are regularly reviewed and adapted to meet the challenges 
and issues. In order to assist and ensure constant guidance for the committee, the CPAC mem-
bers nominated and approved Tracey Shinners-Carnelley as Vice-Chair following the 2015 AGM. 

Considering the breath and volume of work required of committee members it has also been 
recommended that for the future an effort be made to expand membership to the committee in 
order that the workload may be more evenly distributed amongst those involved. 

Through the CHC, and guided by the advice of CPAC members, collaborative approaches and 
productive relationships have been developed throughout industry and government to ensure 
that growers are able to maintain the maximum amount of tools in the IPM toolbox.  This re-
mains a top priority for CHC.


