
Potatoes

Canadian growers harvested 343,446 acres (138,991 ha) of potatoes in 2015 which 
was marginally greater than in the previous year (+1,020 acres, +0.3%). Only Manito-
ba and Quebec harvested more acres of potatoes in 2015 compared to the previous 
year, with a 7.3% and 12.4% increase, respectively. Alberta reported the largest year-
over-year decline in acreage at 3.1%.

A total of 105.4 million hundredweight (Cwt) or 4.78 million mt of potatoes were 
grown in Canada in 2015, a 4.7% increase in production compared to 2014 despite 
relatively stable acreage. The increased production resulted from a record nation-
al average yield of 306.8 Cwt/acre (34.39 mt/ha). This yield was 4.4% greater than 
the previous record set in 2014. Four provinces produced crops with record yields 
in 2015 (New Brunswick. Quebec, Manitoba and Alberta). Given the record provin-
cial yields and increased acreage in 2015, Quebec potato production increased 
by 15.6% and Manitoba production increased by 12.4% compared to 2014. Prince 
Edward Island, Ontario and British Columbia produced fewer potatoes than the 
previous year, declining 1.3%, 3.4% and 0.5%, respectively.

The increase in acreage in Manitoba and record yields this province and Alberta 
contributed to the Western provinces producing 41.7% of the total Canadian crop, 
with Atlantic Canada and Central Canada producing 38.3% and 20.0%, respectively 
in 2015.

                             Potato Production by Province, 2015 (Cwt x 1000)



Canadian Potato Harvested Area, Average Yield and Production, By Province (2014 and 2015)

2014 2015 Change % Change

Canada Harvested area (acres) 342,426 343,446 1,020 0.3

Canada Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 293.9 306.8 12.9 4.4

Canada Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 100,654 105,382 4,728 4.7

Prince Edward Island Harvested area (acres) 90,200 89,000 -1,200 -1.3

Prince Edward Island Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 279.8 279.2 -0.6 -0.2

Prince Edward Island Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 25,240 24,850 -390 -1.5

New Brunswick Harvested area (acres) 48,050 47,900 -150 -0.3

New Brunswick Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 297.8 315.2 17.4 5.8

New Brunswick Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 14,307 15,100 793 5.5

Quebec Harvested area (acres) 41,019 41,514 495 1.2

Quebec Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 276.7 316.0 39.3 14.2

Quebec Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 11,349 13,118 1,769 15.6

Ontario Harvested area (acres) 35,000 34,650 -350 -1.0

Ontario Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 235.0 230.0 -5.0 -2.1

Ontario Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 8,225 7,970 -255 -3.1

Manitoba Harvested area (acres) 62,450 67,000 4,550 7.3

Manitoba Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 308.1 322.8 14.7 4.8

Manitoba Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 19,240 21,630 2,390 12.4

Saskatchewan Harvested area (acres) 6,069 6,000 -69 -1.1

Saskatchewan Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 245.0 250.0 5.0 2.0

Saskatchewan Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 1,487 1,500 13 0.9

Alberta Harvested area (acres) 51,742 50,142 -1,600 -3.1

Alberta Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 361.2 384.3 23.1 6.4

Alberta Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 18,690 19,270 580 3.1

British Columbia Harvested area (acres) 5,800 5,670 -130 -2.2

British Columbia Average Yield (hundredweight/acre) 269.5 274.3 4.8 1.8

British Columbia Production (hundredweight x 1,000) 1,563 1,555 -8 -0.5

Exports of Canadian Potato Products in 2015
The Canadian export of potatoes and potato products was valued at $1.46 billion in 2015 which 
was an increase of 12.8% compared to the prior year. The sector with the highest exports was fro-
zen (e.g. French fries) at $1.14 million, an increase of 13.8% compared to 2014. The export of fresh 
potatoes for table stock or processing use was valued at $191 million, a 6.2% increase over prior 
year. Prepared/preserved potatoes, but not frozen (e.g. chips) also increased by 27.4% with an 
export value of $91.03 million. Seed potato exports were down by 7.4% with a value of $36.94 mil-
lion. The export of potatoes, frozen were also lower in 2015 by 23.3% with a value of $0.61 million. 



Trends in Canadian Potato Production
Potato production area in Canada has a trend to declining acres grown over the last ten-year 
period, with significant decreases since the 2006 and 2007 growing seasons. During this same 
ten year period, production (quantity) has been far less extreme and has been relatively sta-
ble around the 100 million Cwt level despite declining acreage. The trend of increasing annual 
average yield during the last ten years has compensated to a large degree for the reduction in 
acreage on total Canadian potato production volume.

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 001-0014 Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 001-0014

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM Table 001-0014

Product 2015 Exports ($ Cdn) % Change vs 2014

Potatoes, frozen w/o vinegar, acetic acid (HS200410) $1,139,509,845 13.8%

Potatoes, fresh except seed (HS 070190) $190,536,285 6.2%

Potatoes, fresh seed (HS 070110) $36,945,319 -7.4%

Potatoes, prepared/preserved w/o vinegar/acetic acid, not 
frozen (HS 200520)

$91,029,065 27.4%

Potatoes, frozen (HS 071010) $613,293 -23.3%

Total $1,458,633,807 12.8%

Canadian Potato Exports ($ Cdn) in 2015



2015 Activities  
Six potato projects are continuing under the Canadian Agri-Science Cluster for Horticulture 2 
including research on PVY, wireworm, zebra chip/potato psyllid monitoring, Verticillium detec-
tion, nitrogen management under irrigation and a national potato variety evaluation program. 
Highlights to date include:

       • In a Canada-wide survey, the majority of potato virus Y (PVY) infections are of the strain 
 causing tuber necrosis (PVYNTN; 68%), with fewer of PVYO (21%) and PVYN:O (11%);
       • Integrating an entomopathogen with a sex pheromone is efficacious and promising for 
 the control of adult click beetles and new, highly effective chemical controls and 
 attract-and-kill application methods for wireworms in potatoes and rotational crops 
 such as wheat have been identified;
       • Potato psyllid was detected in Alberta in2015 but DNA analysis showed that it was 
 negative for the Zebra Chip pathogen;
       • Variety evaluation trials have been completed in all regions and at several locations  
 field days were held during the 2015 growing season.

Following the successful completion of a national potato promotion campaign in Chatelaine 
and Today’s Parent magazines and websites in February/March 2015, the Marketing and Pro-
motion Working Group has begun work on a campaign in 2016. Provincial organizations have 
agreed to jointly fund two potato Chef Michael Smith CPMA Half Your Plate instructional cook-
ing videos. These efforts contribute to a coordinated national initiative to address 
declining potato consumption in Canada through promotion of the nutritional value and 
versatility of fresh potatoes as part of a healthy diet for Canadians. 

Members of the Canadian potato industry participated in the World Potato Congress held in 
Beijing Yanqing in July 2015. Developments in potato research and products internationally and 
in China were presented to delegates. The Congress coincided with the potato being proclaimed 
as a staple food in China, along with rice, corn and wheat. Prior to the Congress, some attend-
ees joined with representatives of Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and the UK for a 2-day 
meeting of the International Potato Group to discuss common issues related to potato research 
and marketing/promotion.

International standard harmonization under the North American Plant Protection Organiza-
tion (NAPPO) continued with industry participation at the 2015 annual meeting in Mexico and 
through the continuing participation in the Potato and Oversight Expert Groups.
 
The Potato Task Force is co-chaired by the Canadian Potato Council and AAFC and has repre-
sentation of provincial grower organizations, provincial governments and federal government 
(AAFC, CFIA, Global Affairs Canada). The objective of the PTF is to investigate alternative options 
to the Seed Potato Tuber Quality Management Program (SPTQMP) for seed potato tuber inspec-
tion for exports to the United States. The PTF met in March, July and November 2015 to contin-
ue discussions on potential options and to provide input for the PTF Final Report. 

Export market development activities continued with support of funding from AAFC under the 
AgriMarketing2 Program with funding expired March 31, 2015. The activities completed includ-
ed engagement with international partners including NAPPO, the development of a potato 
variety breeding strategy and development of a seed potato tuber inspection model. Potatoes 
Canada activities include maintaining a database of export requirements, attendance at trade 



shows and support for incoming missions. An AgriMarketing2 application proposing $369,750 in 
funding was submitted to AAFC in May 2015 to continue these activities through the remaining 
three years of Growing Forward2. As of the annual meeting, approval of this funding has not 
been received 11 months after submission.

Industry efforts continued to maintain the use of phorate for the control of wireworm in pota-
toes resulted in a PMRA announcement in July 2015 that full registration had been granted to 
phorate technical and the new end-use product Thimet 20-G. The adoption of new application 
technology mitigates the risk to birds that was associated with the use of the previous phorate 
formulation, while continuing the availability of this important tool to manage wireworm in 
potatoes.

The Canadian industry was pleased that their support for Bill C-18 including amendments to 
the Plant Breeders’ Rights Act, contributed to the Bill receiving Royal Assent on February 27, 
2015. Canada’s ratification of the international standard of UPOV91 in June 2015 confirmed to 
the world that Canada supports an agricultural sector that is sustainable and competitive and 
that investment is welcome domestically and internationally. Such amendments are critical to 
encourage the introduction of new potato varieties into Canada from both domestic and interna-
tional breeders. 

Interest continues to establish a National Promotion and Research Agency (NPRA) for Potatoes. 
Wider industry consultation will take place to inform and consult with key stakeholders prior to 
an application is submitted to the Farm Products Council of Canada. 

The CPC received regular updates on the tampering case involving PEI potatoes from the 2014 
crop.  As well, the CPC held a conference call with AAFC to understand potential insurance 
products that could help protect growers from severe financial consequences if tampering were 
to occur in future.  The criminal investigation into the tampering case continues, and to date, no 
incidences have been found in the 2015 crop.
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