
Trade and Marketing

It appears that the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) consultations as a compo-
nent of their overall modernization initiative under the Safe Food for Canadians Act are 
indeed moving toward a unified licensing regime and with the Dispute Resolution Corpo-
ration as the service provider. We fully support this direction as it is aligned with our long 
term vision for the sector when the DRC was established. 

The disagreement over the United States Country of Origin Labelling regulations has now 
been resolved and with the proposed repeal of these regulations the impending imposi-
tion of retaliatory tariffs by Canada and Mexico has been avoided.

Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement
In the past year the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement was concluded. This will 
no doubt bring some opportunities for us, but as always the devil is in the details and until 
such time as the details are finalized, achieving results on the full trade potential remain 
on the horizon. We recognize that this will not happen overnight. There are opportuni-
ties for those members with an interest in international trade and specific new markets 
to engage more closely with the Market Access Secretariat and utilize the processes and 
resources for the identification of market opportunities and obstacles which may be pre-
venting commerce from taking place.

Whether it is the TPP or trade with any country, the disparity in the access to crop protec-
tion tools and Maximum Residue Levels (MTLs) among countries has serious impacts on 
trade and must we watched closely.

The new government is committed to expanding trade and for the first time, mandate let-
ters have been made public. The letters to the Ministers of Agriculture and Trade include 
clear direction as it concerns trade.

National Promotion and Research Agencies
Interest in the establishment of National Promotion and Research Agencies as a means to 
organize and contribute towards promotion and research continues, with the Canadian 
Potato Council being to most organized and advanced in discussions. 

There have been no decisions announced as it concerns the 2014 public hearings for 
raspberries and strawberries and subsequent recommendations from the hearing panels 
to the Farm Products Council, which in turn submits recommendations to the Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food. 



Biosecurity 
The Canadian Horticultural Council has con-
tinued to partner with the CFIA in the devel-
opment of biosecurity standards. The Green-
house, Nursery and Floriculture Biosecurity 
Advisory Committee (GNFBAC) has been 
active and the development of a voluntary 
National Farm-Level Biosecurity Standard 
and specific Producer Guides for each of the 
Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture sectors 
has been completed. The documents are ex-
pected to be released in the very near future. 
The process and status are the same for the 
Fruit and Tree Nut Biosecurity Standard.

Financial Payment Protection for Produce Sellers
The Canada-US Regulatory Cooperation 
Council (RCC) provided an opportunity to 
advance a number of issues between govern-
ments of both Canada and the United States. 
For horticulture, the long standing need to 
establish a PACA-like mechanism in Canada, 
including a means to deliver a deemed trust 
tool, to address financial risk mitigation for 
the sale of fresh fruit and vegetables remains 
the number one issue (i.e.: financial payment 
protection for produce sellers). While this is 
no longer included in the RCC work plan, our 
work continues and the Canada-US Consul-
tative Committee on Agriculture has been 
tasked with monitoring progress. As it stands, 
the issue if for Canada to resolve as no action 
is required by the United Sates.

The CHC and its members did achieve a 
measure of success in raising the profile of 
financial payment protection for produce 
sellers during the election campaign. The 
result was a solid commitment from two 
parties to work toward a resolution which is 
long overdue and needed by this sector.  


