
Vegetable

The Vegetable Working Group generally met by conference call after spring 
planting and fall harvest. The purpose is to exchange information on the status 
of crop plantings, production and storage, current market challenges and op-
portunities, and availability and sources of timely and accurate market informa-
tion. Marketplace trends and interaction with buyers as it concerns food safety 
and traceability and consumer preferences are also of interest. It is an effec-
tive means to maintain communications and interaction within the sector and 
among CHC members between annual general meetings.

2015 Prices and Yields
British Columbia had a great year with a hot, dry summer resulting in strong 
crop yields, especially for storage vegetables, which increased in volume.  East-
ern Canada experienced an extremely difficult, rainy spring, in addition to a very 
hot and humid summer which resulted in diseased crops, including the most dis-
ease that Nova Scotia has seen in 25 years.  Quebec enjoyed its strongest season 
in 10 years in terms of yield, volume and prices. Nevertheless, prices remained 
stable. It was a good year for exporting our products to the American East Coast, 
which also served to drive up prices. These factors also led to higher vegetable 
prices across Canada.

Challenges and Trends
Due to climate change, our industry faces significant challenges. In most areas, 
environmental regulations are becoming increasingly strict regarding land 
development and the use of water and pesticides, to name a few. Our industry 
must constantly adapt to these stricter requirements. Favourable economic 
times are on the horizon. Analysts are predicting that our dollar will remain at 
around U.S. $0.70 for at least a year or two. Our weak dollar gives us a compet-
itive edge over our American counterparts and should positively affect exports, 
in addition to keeping prices at a reasonable level compared to more expensive 
imported products. 

Field Vegetable Farm Cash Receipts



The latest information available from Statistics Canada demonstrates that total Canadian farm 
cash receipts for field vegetables came in at $1.28 billion dollars, representing an improvement 
of 3.1% over 2013, which is slightly better than the national inflation rate. 

Ontario continues as the leading Canadian field vegetable producing region with close to half of 
total farm cash receipts of $619 million dollars.  Quebec follows with 28% and British Columbia 
ranks third at 14%. Comparing 2014 to 2013, Ontario showed little change while Quebec in-
creased by 4% and British Columbia by roughly 8.5%.


