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2015-01 Adequate Funding for the AgriInvest Program      CARRIED AS AMENDED
  BC Fruit Growers’ Association 

Allocation:   Finance and Business Management Committee 
 
WHEREAS Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s AgriInvest Program encourages 
growers to set aside funding for a rainy day; and 
 
WHEREAS AgriInvest has benefited growers in times of financial need, helped with 
investments to become more efficient, and with cash flow during periods of low returns; and 
 
WHEREAS AgriInvest previously provided a higher matching contribution; and 
 
WHEREAS Canada provides the lowest level of agriculture support of any industrialized 
nation, with the exceptions of Australia and New Zealand; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada be encouraged 
to return to the previous level of benefits for the AgriInvest Program. 

 
 
2015-02 Financial Protection for Canada’s Fruit and Vegetable Sector         

               CARRIED AS AMENDED 
Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Trade and Marketing Committee 
 
WHEREAS the lack of financial protection for fruit and vegetable sellers relating to slow 
pay, non-pay and bankrupt Canadian buyers results in disproportionate financial risk for 
produce sellers in Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS the failure of the Canadian Government to provide financial protection for US 
produce sellers into Canada has resulted in the US removing the longstanding preferential 
access for Canadian produce sellers to the protections under the US Perishable Agricultural 
Commodities Act (PACA); and 
 
WHEREAS Canadian produce exporters will now be required to post a bond valued at 
double the value of their claim to access the PACA formal complaint process resulting in 
significant additional financial burden in addition to lack of payment by the US buyer; and 
 
WHEREAS the risk of nonpayment will now increase disproportionately for Canadian 
sellers into the US since US buyers will be aware that the additional costs of accessing the 
PACA process may serve as a deterrent to pursuing claims by Canadian sellers; and 
  
WHEREAS the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has indicated its 
willingness to reinstate Canada’s preferred status under PACA if Canada provides 
equivalent protection for US sellers to Canadian buyers; and 
 



WHEREAS  the industry has recognized that insurance bonding and other types of 
security are not a solution, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council aggressively 
advocate for the creation of a limited statutory deemed trust to provide financial protection 
for produce sellers in Canada in a manner that is equivalent to the US PACA protections for 
produce sales to US buyers, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this protection, once in place be extended to US 
sellers to permit reinstatement of the preferred access to PACA protection for Canadian 
produce sellers into the US and the elimination of this unnecessary trade irritant. 

 
 
2015-03 National Nutrition Policy                CARRIED 

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee 
 
WHEREAS the costs in human suffering and to the Canadian health system relating to 
the overweight and obese are rising rapidly in Canada; and  
 
WHEREAS  the incidence of unhealthy weights among children has been identified by 
many experts as the most alarming aspect of what is described as a health crisis; and 
 
WHEREAS improper diet and nutrition along with inadequate exercise are most often 
cited as the key causal factors contributing to the increase in these body weight-related 
health concerns; and 
 
WHEREAS increasing the consumption of fruit and vegetables is a key component in 
improving the diet and nutrition of Canadians; and 
 
WHEREAS Canada does not have a national policy for dealing with this issue, and is 
one of the few developed countries to not have such a policy; and 
 
WHEREAS a National Nutrition Policy could provide the framework for the federal 
government to standardize and coordinate the provincial and community programs that will 
be needed to address this issue, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC lobby the Canadian Government to 
develop a National Nutrition Policy, and through it take a leadership role in developing a 
coordinated approach to improving the health of Canadians through proper diet. 
 

 
2015-04 National Clean Plant Program         CARRIED AS AMENDED 

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and the Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS it is critical for growers of perennial fruit crops to start their plantings with 
clean, disease-free planting stock that is true to type; and  
 
WHEREAS the United States has instituted a National Clean Plant Network (NCPN) to 
provide their nurseries with clean planting stock; and 
 
WHEREAS Canadian nursery growers could be subject to rules developed by the US 
National Clean Plant Network that could limit their ability to ship plants to the United States, 
 



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC work with the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency to develop and implement a program similar to the National Clean Plant Network 
(NCPN) in the US. 
 

 
2015-05 Pre-Harvest Intervals          CARRIED AS AMENDED   

Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers’ Association 
Allocation:   Crop, Plant Protection and the Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS berry growers in Ontario and across North America are now dealing with the 
invasive insect pest Spotted Wing Drosophila; and 
 
WHEREAS growers are now having to control this pest during harvest to save their 
crops; and  
 
WHEREAS growers in the United States have shorter pre-harvest intervals for the same 
active ingredients used to treat the pest; and 
 
WHEREAS the current situation discriminates against Canadian producers,  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC work with the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency to establish equivalent pre-harvest intervals to those of the US 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

 
 
2015-06 Inspection of Fruit and Vegetable Packing and Re-packing Establishments 
              CARRIED AS AMENDED   

Association des producteurs maraîchers du Québec  
Allocation:   Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee 
 
WHEREAS Article 56 of Chapter X and subsequent chapters the Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Regulations provide for certification of establishments and the operation and 
maintenance of said establishments; and 
 
WHEREAS this regulation concerns producers, packers and re-packers of fresh fruits 
and vegetables that are exported, imported, or subject to interprovincial trade:  

• Leafy vegetables 
• Peppers 
• Berries 
• Tomatoes 
• Green onions 
• Herbs 
• Fresh cut fruits and vegetables 
• Raw nuts 
• Melons; and 

 
WHEREAS the provisions under Articles 59 and 60 of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Regulations relate to the requirements set out in the CanadaGAP food safety program 
manuals; and 
 
WHEREAS many producers, packers and re-packers for whom this regulation was 
intended are registered with the CanadaGAP program, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council will continue to 
work with the CFIA to ensure that all procedures for inspecting establishments be 
standardized and consistent with procedures set out in the CanadaGAP program manuals. 



 
 

2015-07 Application to the Temporary Foreign Worker Program – Agriculture Stream 
              CARRIED AS AMENDED 

Fédération des producteurs de pomme du Québec  
Allocation:   Human Resources Committee 
 
WHEREAS during the 2014 production season, problems were encountered when 
Guatemalan workers arrived in Canada which affect other workers under the agriculture 
stream (from Guatemala, Honduras or El Salvador); and 
 
WHEREAS the Guatemala visa office instigated changes to issue a single work permit 
for the first of two employers to receive a worker, thereby requiring the worker to obtain a 
second work permit upon arrival in Canada in order to work for the second employer; and 
 
WHEREAS there is a particular immigration procedure in Québec and workers are 
scattered throughout rural Québec making it practically impossible to apply for a second 
work permit online and employers and workers must therefore submit a paper application to 
the Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) processing centre in Alberta; and 
 
WHEREAS the second application is extremely problematic, as processing times usually 
reach eight weeks; and 
 
WHEREAS because of the long processing times it is often too late for the worker to be 
transferred to the second employer for his or her second phase of work, resulting in labour 
shortages for the employer; and 
 
WHEREAS it is sometimes necessary to relocate a foreign worker mid-season because 
his or her first employer no longer requires his or her services due to crop or production 
problems, and in such situations another agricultural employer was usually authorized to 
hire the temporary foreign worker, but the new procedure prohibits the transfer of the 
foreign worker; and 
 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC work to restore the 2013 Guatemala visa 
processing procedures so that the office is able to issue work permits that allow workers to 
change employers on the scheduled dates, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHC lobby Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada to ensure procedures which address and meet the realities of agriculture so that a 
new Temporary Foreign Worker work permit can be issued within a reduced processing 
time of two weeks. 
 

 
2015-08 Improving the Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program  

Recruitment Process                CARRIED 
Ontario Tender Fruit Growers 
Allocation:  Human Resources Committee 
 
WHEREAS the Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program is a Canadian First Program, is 
crucial to the horticultural industry and has strict guidelines in place to ensure its 
sustainability; and 
 
WHEREAS recent regulatory changes have made the National Job Bank a required 
venue for advertising for recruitment; and 
 



WHEREAS there are issues with the process and the excessive time it takes to advertise 
using the National Job Bank, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC work with the Government of Canada to 
streamline the National Job Bank process, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the outcome of this work results in a more efficient 
recruitment system process to ensure growers are able to access seasonal agricultural 
workers in a timely manner. 
 

 
2015-09 Identification and Mitigation of Food Safety and Biosecurity Risks Associated 

with the Use of Reusable Plastic Containers       CARRIED AS AMENDED 
BC Greenhouse Growers’ Association 
Allocation:  Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee 

 
WHEREAS retailers are requesting that producers use Reusable Plastic Containers 
(RPCs) with increased frequency, to the extent that it is becoming common practice with 
some; and 
 
WHEREAS there are many documented reports from producers and packers of RPCs 
being delivered with Universal Product Code (UPC) stickers, plant material, soil and/or 
chemical residues on them; and 
 
WHEREAS unclean packaging materials represent a food safety concern and a 
biosecurity threat with serious economic consequences for producers; and 
 
WHEREAS this is in contravention of elements of sound food safety practices and 
programs and mitigating such risks must be a consideration and top priority action item for 
all,  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC petition Reusable Plastic Containers 
(RPCs) manufacturers and retailers to work with the CHC and allied supply chain partners 
to address these RPC-related concerns and that manufacturers and retailers share in a 
transparent and timely manner research and findings of relevance to producers and 
packers as it concerns costs, food safety and biosecurity risks, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHC work with the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency to ensure that a full and comprehensive scientific study is carried out to examine 
possible RPC-related areas of food safety biosecurity concern, including plant 
pathogenicity, to determine if there are possible risks to crop production, and to make 
recommendations on RPC management, handling and overall best practices to eliminate 
these risks and in so doing ensure the food safety and biosecurity integrity of Reusable 
Plastic Containers. 

 
 
2015-10 Food Tampering Mitigation Measures        CARRIED AS AMENDED 

Prince Edward Island Potato Board 
Allocation:  Finance and Business Management Committee 

 
WHEREAS two farms in Prince Edward Island are experiencing devastating financial 
and market difficulties due to the deliberate insertion of needles into potatoes by person(s) 
unknown; and 
 
WHEREAS the ongoing investigation by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police has yet to 
lead to the arrest of a suspect or suspects; and 



 
WHEREAS this attack on the potato industry in Prince Edward Island is seen by many as 
an act of bioterrorism; and 
 
WHEREAS  the cost of foreign material detection technology to detect needles in the 
farms that have been targeted to date and to protect consumers from other potentially 
targeted potato crops exceeds $100,000 for each farm, packing shed and/or processor; and 
 
WHEREAS  metal detection equipment is not normally present in farms and produce 
packing sheds in Canada and around the world; and 
 
WHEREAS the federal government has allocated billions of dollars to counter terrorism 
threats to our country, but has not made any of that funding available to those affected by 
this food tampering case (other than via existing federal-provincial Growing Forward 2 
funding in PEI);  
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council seek support 
from the federal government for the purchase and installation of foreign material detection 
technology for Canadian produce operations where acts of food tampering have occurred; 
and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED           that the CHC request that in instances of food 
tampering that the federal government allocate all necessary resources (investigative and 
prosecutorial) to find the person(s) responsible for food tampering and prosecute those 
cases to the fullest extent of the law. 

 
 
2015-11 Availability of Thimet® (Phorate) for Wireworm Control           CARRIED 

Prince Edward Island Potato Board 
Allocation:  Crop, Plant Protection and the Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS  wireworm poses a major threat to potato production in Canada, with losses 
due to damaged or destroyed crops in the millions in recent years; and 
 
WHEREAS in accordance with the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA)    Re-
evaluation Note (REV2012-01) Update on the use of Phorate on Potatoes, the last date of 
sale of Thimet® 15-G by retailers and distributors is May 1, 2015 and the last date of use 
by farmers and users is August 1, 2015; and 
 
WHEREAS  Capture® (Bifenthrin) received conditional registration for use on wireworm 
in 2014 but due to the timing of the registration, it was used only in one province and on 
limited acreage, with mixed results; and 
 
WHEREAS  AMVAC, the manufacturer of Thimet® (Phorate), submitted a full registration 
package for Thimet® 20-G on October 31, 2014, and that submission is being reviewed by 
PMRA; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the Canadian Horticultural Council seek from the 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency an extension to both the last date of sale of Thimet® 
15-G by retailers and distributors, and to the last date of use by farmers and users in order 
to allow use of Thimet® 15-G until PMRA has completed its review of the AMVAC 
submissions of October 31, 2014; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Canadian Horticultural Council request that 
the PMRA allow the use of Thimet® 20-G in potato production if there are insufficient 



supplies of Thimet® 15-G available until the review of the AMVAC submissions of October 
31, 2014 has been completed. 
 

 
2015-12 Plant Breeders’ Rights and Seed Potato Certification  CARRIED AS AMENDED 

Canadian Potato Council 
Allocation:  Potato Committee 
 
WHEREAS variety protection is accorded to plant breeders or their agents through the 
Plant Breeders Rights’ Act and is supported through the Plant Breeders Rights’ Office 
under the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA); and 
 
WHEREAS  in the overview on the Plant Breeders’ Rights Office website it states 
that:  “When a plant breeder's right is granted, the breeder gets exclusive rights to produce 
(for sale) and to sell reproductive material of the new plant variety”; and 
 
WHEREAS certification granted for seed potatoes by the CFIA under the Seeds Act Part 
II, does not take into consideration whether or not a variety is protected under Plant 
Breeders’ Rights and this undermines the intention of the Plant Breeders’ Rights Act which 
is to provide variety protection under law; and 
 
WHEREAS the policy of the CFIA is to certify a seed lot without the authority of the 
breeder or agent discourages domestic and foreign potato breeders from releasing varieties 
in Canada, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that the Canadian Horticultural Council request 
that CFIA amend the Seeds Regulations to include the following additional clause (f) under 
PART II SEED POTATOES, Application for Crop Inspection 49. (1): 
 

(f) In the case that Plant Breeders’ Rights have been issued by the CFIA for a 
potato variety, or an application is under review, documentation must be provided 
to CFIA for seed certification demonstrating that the grower has permission of the 
plant breeder or appointed agent prior to certification of seed potatoes of that 
variety. 

 
 
2015-13 Establishment of a Working Group on Sustainability  

(Sustainability Working Group)               CARRIED 
CHC Board of Directors 
Allocation:  Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee 
 
WHEREAS sustainability is based on three key pillars: social, economic and 
environmental; and 
 
WHEREAS farmers are committed to responsible stewardship and are proactive in this 
regard; and 
 
WHEREAS sustainability continues to gain traction across the supply chain and has 
become a corporate social responsibility component of many corporate strategic plans (i.e.: 
sustainability plans and policies); and 
 
WHEREAS farmers are more regularly being asked to provide information pertaining to 
their on-farm sustainability initiatives, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council establish a 
Sustainability Working Group under the Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee. 



 
 

2015-14 Policy Statement regarding Production Practices      CARRIED AS AMENDED 
CHC Board of Directors 
Allocation:  Committee of the Whole 
 
WHEREAS producers use a wide variety of production practices; and 
 
WHEREAS CHC’s mandate is to represent all horticulture producers; and 
 
WHEREAS CHC is often approached for its position on production practices, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council adopt the 
following policy statement: 

 

The Canadian Horticultural Council supports all approved production practices 
which will ensure the future viability and sustainability of horticulture production. 
 
 

LR2015-15 PMRA’s Cost Recovery Framework – Support for the Exemption from 
Treasury Board Policies on Special Revenue Spending Authorities   CARRIED  
Sponsor: Peak of the Market  
Committee Allocation: Crop, Plant Protection and the Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS the PMRA has proposed to modernize regulatory charges and user fees 
charged for pesticide regulation including amended fees and a new cost recovery regime 
for pesticide regulation that intends to better reflect current costs and help address priorities 
of both government and stakeholders; and 
 
WHEREAS the CHC supports a regulatory package that proposes reasonable fee 
increases provided that government addresses gaps related to pesticide regulation and 
provides stability to the program; and  
 
WHEREAS Canada’s PMRA plays a leadership role at the international level to promote 
regulatory harmonization and it is important that the PMRA expand international regulatory 
cooperation, science policy, and electronic infrastructure, to continue deriving the benefits 
that this brings to Canadian growers and the domestic horticultural industry; and  
 
WHEREAS the PMRA must demonstrate its capabilities to advance Canadian 
approaches for establishing health standards for commodities treated with pesticides and 
that this fact is made even more important by the proliferation and acceleration of 
international trade agreements between Canada and foreign partners; and 
 
WHEREAS the CHC firmly believes that the PMRA must participate fully in global joint 
scientific reviews and international work to address developments in science and policy as 
such international work is important both to the competitiveness of the Canadian 
horticultural industry and trade and to gain access to the best modern science to prevent 
unacceptable risk from the use of pesticides; and 
 
WHEREAS the CHC believes that A-base funding must be maintained as much as 
possible in its current form and that a substantial portion of the additional cost recovery fees 
should not be used to offset A-base funding but rather be directed to priority initiatives and 
objectives of the PMRA;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council support 
submissions made by Health Canada and the PMRA that seek to enable an exemption to 
Canada’s Treasury Board policies for Special Revenue Spending Authorities such that 



additional revenues derived from the proposed modernization of regulatory charges and 
user fees charged for pesticide regulation including amended fees and a new cost recovery 
regime for pesticide regulation, may be directed to critical strategic initiatives beneficial to 
Canadian horticulture. 

 
 

LR2015-16 Canadian Horticultural Council Advocate to the Pest Management Regulatory 
Agency for the Emergency Registration of Bifenthrin (Capture)          CARRIED  
Sponsor: Blueberry Working Group   
Committee Allocation: Crop, Plant Protection and the Environment Committee 
 
WHEREAS berry growers in Canada and across North America are now dealing with the 
invasive pest Spotted Wing Drosophila; and 
 
WHEREAS Growers are now having to control this pest during harvest to save their 
crops; and 
 
WHEREAS Growers in other regions have access to products that are not available to 
Canadian growers, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Canadian Horticultural Council work with the 
Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) to ensure the emergency registration of 
Bifenthrin (Capture) so that it may be used for the 2015 harvest season. 

 
 

LR2015-17 Establishment of a Greenhouse Working Group            CARRIED 
Sponsor: Greenhouse Committee 
Committee Allocation: Committee of the Whole 
 
WHEREAS it is in the long term interest of greenhouse vegetable growers to enhance 
their presence and advocacy at the National level,  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CHC Greenhouse Committee engage in a 
process with the CHC Board of Directors to formalize a working group with dedicated 
resources to actively advance and protect the needs of greenhouse vegetable growers on 
matters that impact their collective national interests. 
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