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What is biosecurity?

• Biosecurity is a set of practices used to minimize the 
transmission of pests including their introduction 
(bioexclusion), spread (biomangement) and release 
(biocontainment)



3

Why is biosecurity important?

• Meet business objectives to maintain and access 
domestic and new international markets;

• Decreased production losses;

• Mitigate the introduction of pests that are currently 
not present;

• Contain and minimize pests that may already be 
present; and

• Meet responsibilities to neighbours and industry to 
ensure that pests are not introduced to someone 
else.

It’s just good business
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Why Develop a Biosecurity Standard?

• It is recognized that Canadian producers are already 
implementing biosecurity best management 
practices, or they would not be in business.

• What the standard does is provide producers with a 
nationally consistent proactive approach to prevent 
the introduction and spread of pests through the 
implementation of biosecurity measures.

• For some producers this guidance tool will just be a 
quality check for their current proactive programs to 
mitigate risk in their place of production.

• For other producers it may serve as a framework to 
develop a biosecurity plan for their place of 
production.
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Making Canada the Leader in Proactive 

Biosecurity

• Development of the standards and producer guides 
is supported by the Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC) program Growing Forward.

• The focus of Growing Forward 2 is innovation, 
competitiveness and market development to ensure 
Canadian producers and processors have the tools 
and resources they need to continue to innovate and 
capitalize on emerging market opportunities.

• The Growing Forward 2 funding supports a number 
of initiatives that encourage sectors to proactively 
manage risks. 
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Standards Supported by Growing Forward I

• Standards supported by Growing Forward I:

• Potato

• Grains and oilseeds 

• Bee 

• Beef cattle 

• Diary farms

• Goat 

• Mink 

• Sheep 

• The Avian biosecurity standard was developed 
under Avian Influenza Preparedness funding and 
the Swine standard was developed by the 
Canadian Swine Health Board.
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What Are We Doing Now?

• Biosecurity standards are currently being developed 
for the following sectors and industries:

• Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture

• Fruit and Tree Nut

• Cervid

• Equine

• Livestock, Poultry and Deadstock Biosecurity for Transporters
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The Development Process

• The CFIA partners with a national producer 
representative, such as the Canadian Horticultural 
Council.

• A Biosecurity Advisory Committee is formed with 
members from sector and producer organizations, 
producers, academia and federal as well as 
provincial specialists.

• The committee provides their collective expertise to 
develop a biosecurity standard and producer guide 
for their sector.



Canadian Horticultural Council Involvement

• The CHC is the industry partner with the CFIA and 
has strongly supported the development of the 
Potato, the Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture 
Sector and the Fruit and Tree Nut Industry 
biosecurity standards.

• The CHC has also been directly involved in the 
development of these standards by actively 
participating in the biosecurity advisory committees.
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Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture

• The process to develop the Greenhouse, Nursery 
and Floriculture sectors biosecurity standard began 
in April of 2014.

• The Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture 
Biosecurity Advisory Committee (GNFBAC) meets 
monthly by conference call and twice a year face to 
face.

• The GNFBAC motioned to accept the standard for 
publishing on the CFIA external website in 
November of 2015.

• The GNFBAC has begin the drafting process for 
three separate producer guides, one for each sector.
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Fruit and Tree Nut

• Development of the Fruit and Tree Nuts industry 
biosecurity standard began in March of 2014.

• The Fruit and Tree Nut Biosecurity Advisory 
Committee (FTNBAC) meets monthly by conference 
call and twice a year face to face.

• The FTNBAC motioned to accept the standard for 
publishing on the CFIA external website in 
November of 2015. 

• The FTNBAC is now in the process of drafting the 
producer guide.
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What’s Next?

• Identify gaps in the national framework for priority 
commodities such as field vegetables, biosecurity 
guidance for importers of fresh fruit and vegetables, 
sod and aquatics.

• Develop the proactive biosecurity framework in 
emergency management for example movement of 
essential services during an outbreak or infestation.

• Work with industry and provincial partners for 
outreach awareness and implementation.
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Questions?

Dr Patricia Pentney

Growing Forward Biosecurity Project Manager

(613) 773-7258 

Pat.Pentney@inspection.gc.ca


