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2015 Achievements

 2015 marks the seventh complete season of CanadaGAP 
operations. 

 The program has seen remarkable growth this year, as 
represented by a 14% increase in enrolments. 

 This growth was achieved despite the voluntary cessation 
of audit and certification services by one certification body, 
QMI-SAI GLOBAL, in September 2015. 

 The remaining three CanadaGAP certification bodies have 
benefited from their partnership with CanadaGAP, and have 
shown commitment, professionalism and flexibility in taking 
on the clients affected by SAI’s departure.



Participation Trends (1)

The following participation trends are significant for 2015: 

 The fastest-growing area of participation continues to be at 
the farm level, as certified packinghouses request food safety 
compliance from growers.

 The program saw continued increases in enrolment by BC, 
Quebec and Ontario producers. 

 The strongest sector growth comes from the BC small fruit 
(mainly blueberry) industry, where enrolments increased by 
more than 30%.

 Participation among Quebec tree and vine fruit producers 
climbed by nearly 25%, while Ontario greenhouse enrolment 
figures jumped another 20% in 2015.



Participation Trends (2)

 Growth in the participation rates by vegetable producers 

was steady across all provinces.

 Enrolment among potato producers in Quebec, Alberta 

and PEI is growing.

 The trend continues away from the four-year audit cycle 

options (A1 and A2), which fell again slightly in 2015 to 

28%. 

 This compares to 30% of program participants choosing option 

A1 or A2 in 2014, and 50% of all CanadaGAP enrolments in 

2011.



Participation Trends (3)
 A high proportion of enrolments continue to occur among 

individuals choosing Option C (annual audit), which now 

comprises 46% of all certified companies. 

 Last year’s proportion was 40%. 

 Participation in group certification has decreased relative 

to individual certification options, and now stands at 23% 

of enrolments. (Was approximately 30% in 2014) 

 This year again saw higher than average retirements as 

the established farming population ages. 

 However, the growth in enrolments more than offset withdrawals 

from the program in 2015. 



Proportion of CanadaGAP Participants 
represented by crop grouping

(Data current as at August 31, 2015)

Based on # of 

producers

Tree and 

Vine Fruit

Field 

Vegetables

Potatoes Small Fruit Green-

house

Total 

CanadaGAP 

Participation

Percentage of 

program 

participants
33% 23% 18% 18% 8% 100%

Total participation in CanadaGAP is 100%. The proportion of that 
total occupied by each crop grouping is presented here.



CanadaGAP Auditors

 The auditor pool consists of 44 active 

and qualified CanadaGAP auditors 

(currently working for a Certification 

Body).

 This represents 19% of those who 

have taken the CanadaGAP auditor 

training course and 29% of those 

who passed the course.



CanadaGAP Auditors by region

West Ontario Quebec Atlantic U.S. Total

# auditors 14 10 13 5 2 44

Percentage 32% 23% 30% 11% 5% 100%



Highlights from 2015

 Added brokers to the CanadaGAP program scope

 Progressing with GFSI benchmarking of Option D for 

repacking and wholesaling – expect completion soon

 Completed Government Technical

Review of program management 

system

 In progress with implementation 

assessment towards achieving 

full Canadian Government 

recognition



Canadian Government Recognition

 CanadaGAP has been participating in the Canadian 

Government Food Safety Recognition Program for more 

than a decade. 

 It began in 2004 with Government Technical Review of 

the CanadaGAP manuals and HACCP models. 

 That phase, known as Technical Review Part 1, was 

completed in 2009, and technical review status is kept 

up to date annually when changes are made to the 

standard. 



Canadian Government Recognition (2)

 The Repacking and Wholesaling component of the 

standard underwent Technical Review Part 1 in 2012. 

 In 2014, the CanAgPlus Board made the decision to 

proceed with the next steps towards achieving full 

Government Recognition. 

 In 2015, CanadaGAP successfully completed technical 

review of the management system, the phase known as 

Technical Review Part 2. 



Canadian Government Recognition (3)

 The final step in the process is the Implementation 

Assessment, which involves a third party assessment of the 

administrative effectiveness of program delivery.

 CanadaGAP completed a third party audit of its national office 

in August 2015, and is currently underway with third party 

assessment of the delivery of on-site audits. 

 It is anticipated that the process will be complete in 2016, 

which may coincide with the coming-into-force of new food 

safety regulations in Canada. 

 The outcome of these efforts would be the achievement of 

Full Government Recognition of the CanadaGAP Program. 



More Highlights from 2015

 Began monthly publication of consolidated list of CanadaGAP-

certified companies

 Registration of trademark for CanadaGAP® and design of the 

CanadaGAP logo

 In progress with plans to cooperate with the North American 

Potato Sustainability Initiative (PSI) to offer verification audits for 

growers participating in the Potato IPM Survey.



Thank you
 Special thanks are extended to our:

 program participants

 Board and staff

 certification bodies and auditors

 affiliates, supporters, service 

providers and other partners.

 It takes a team of many dedicated people working 

together towards a common goal to achieve success.

QUESTIONS?
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