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This is the second year of the recently realigned CHC permanent standing committee now known 
as the Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee.  
 
The Committee Terms of Reference direct that the committee shall consider matters pertaining to: 

•  grade standards and other associated regulations and requirements 
•  plant health 
•  pest risk assessment needs 
•  food safety 
•  traceability 
•  other relevant matters and issues as may be deemed appropriate 

 
Industry Standards 
Grade standards and other associated regulations and requirements, including plant health and 
pest risk assessment, are important to how we do business and our ability to engage in commerce. 
While food safety is generally top of mind when we think of the CFIA and their modernization 
initiative efforts, the Agency is far more than food safety. That is, areas of responsibility related to 
trade and commerce and plant health. 
 
We continue to remain in a “status quo” position relative to the proposed repeal of standard 
containers. Concerns around plant health, biosecurity and up-to-date pest risk assessments as key 
components of market access are important to international trade and to protecting our domestic 
market and environment.  
 
An overarching concern continues to be the availability of appropriate and sufficient government 
resources where their leadership, oversight and on the ground expertise in both the domestic and 
international arenas. It is important to note that many of these elements are aptly and appropriately 
addressed by specific commodity committees and working groups as required. 
 
The efforts of both the CFIA Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture Biosecurity Advisory Committee 
and the Fruit and Tree Nut Biosecurity Advisory Committee have led to the final stages leading to 
the release of the respective biosecurity standards and producer manuals. 
 
CHC staff closely monitor CFIA regulatory consultations and solicit input as required. 
 



 
Food Safety  
The role of the Canadian Horticultural Council’s former Food Safety Committee has evolved into a 
lobbying and advocacy function within the CHC’s overall activities since the CanadaGAP Program 
became an independent program administered by CanAgPlus. 
 
2015 marked the seventh complete season of CanadaGAP operations and the program saw strong 
growth, as represented by a 14% increase in enrolments. The fastest-growing area of participation 
continues to be at the farm level, as certified packinghouses request food safety compliance from 
growers. 
 
In early 2015 CanadaGAP began publishing a list on the CanadaGAP website of companies who 
are certified, or whose certificates have been suspended or withdrawn. This list draws on 
information provided to CanadaGAP by the certification bodies. On April 1, 2015 CanadaGAP 
certification became available to fresh produce brokers under Option D. 

 
The CanadaGAP website offers detailed analysis and information on commodity and provincial 
statistics and I encourage anyone with an interest in food safety to visit the site. 
 
The success realized by CanadaGAP since 2008 continues to stand as an impressive achievement 
led by the CHC. The program continues to grow under the watchful eyes and administrative 
guidance of the CHC and CPMA representatives serving on the CanAgPlus Board of Directors. 
 
The CHC’s role in food safety is now to monitor and comment on related government consultation 
documents with the potential to impact how we address and mange food safety in our businesses 
and engage in advocacy activities. 
 
In closing, I would be remiss if I did not thank all CHC members and other partners who generously 
contribute time and expertise to the issues and in so doing protect and advance horticulture in 
Canada.  
 
At this time I would like recognize the exemplary contributions and leadership of Paul Leblanc on 
food safety and many other files during his decades-long relationship with the Canadian 
Horticultural Council. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jack Bates 
for  
Paul LeBlanc, Chair  
Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee 
March 9, 2016 
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