Greenhouse
Linda Delli Santi (British Columbia) continued to serve as Chair of the Greenhouse
Committee in 2015. While few committee meetings were held during the year, regular exchanges took place amongst the group on issues of concern. Participation
is largely reflective of the general distribution of greenhouse farm receipts across
Canada, although participation from Quebec was affected by local issues there. The
greenhouse sector continues its initiative to establish an enhanced working group
structure within the CHC and to establish priorities and a strong national presence
similar to other commodity committees that have been developed over a longer
period of time.
The development of a national strategy to support greenhouse sector specific strategic initiatives is likely to see increased attention as time moves forward; initial discussions including all regions of the country and in view of obtaining financial support
for this initiative have been productive and a sign that this is a vital component to
ensuring a sustainable continuation of the sectors growth and success.
Greenhouse Statistical Information and Reports
Through the Agriculture and Agri-food Canada’s Market Analysis and Information
Section weekly greenhouse reports continue to be distributed to the group for tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers detailing commodity imports by Province (Value and
Volume) as well as imports by country of origin (Value and Volume).
Development of a National Farm-Level Biosecurity Standard for Greenhouse
Following the sector readiness report and initial environmental scan of stakeholder
participation this initiative was formally launched at the end of spring 2014. Since
then the group, which includes several CHC member representatives as well as CHC
staff, has held numerous conference calls and met face to face. The CFIA led development of the Greenhouse, Nursery and Floriculture Biosecurity Standard as well as
a supporting Producer Manuals are now bearing fruit and the public release of the
Standard is anticipated during this year’s AGM. Work has already begun on the associated Greenhouse Vegetable Producer Manual that will accompany the Standard.
Greenhouse Vegetable Market Overview
Canada’s greenhouse vegetable industry is composed of tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers and lettuce. Of these commodities, tomatoes are the primary greenhouse vegetable in Canada. In 2014, the total greenhouse vegetable farm gate value was close
to $1.3 billion dollars representing roughly a 2% increase over 2013, and overall the
single largest fruit and vegetable horticultural commodity sector in Canada.
Approximately 40% of greenhouse vegetable farm gate value arises from tomato
production while peppers and cucumbers are 32% and 25.5% respectively. Lettuce
represents only a small portion of total farm gate value at 2%.
Ontario represents 65% of total Canadian farm gate values while British Columbia
follows at roughly 23%. Ontario’s farm gate values are generally evenly split between
tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers and they do not produce lettuce. British Columbia

produces equal amounts of tomatoes and peppers and follows this with some production of cucumbers. Quebec, the third largest greenhouse vegetable producing region in Canada produces
tomatoes and is also the largest region for greenhouse lettuce production.

