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Modernizing the Canadian Grade 
Compendium for Fresh Fruit or Vegetables

1. The importance of grade standards

2.    2009 Fresh Produce Alliance (FPA) Initiative
• Process and Recommendations

3.    CFIA Safe Food for Canadians Regulations (SFCR)
• Canadian Grade Compendium Volume 2 –

• Fresh Fruit or Vegetables
• Part 1: Grade Requirements for Fresh Fruit
• Part 2: Grade Requirements for Fresh Vegetables

4.  2018 Industry Opportunity and the DRC Initiative
• Objective
• Your role
• Timeline



The Canadian and US grade standards:
• are foundational to the DRC’s Good Arrival Guidelines and Trading Standards, 

which serve to establish evidence and resolve trade disputes
• provide a measure of consumer confidence and have a direct link to food       

labelling and related modernization initiatives

For the DRC, the importance and relevance of grade standards cannot    
be overstated: 
• grade standards, and the availability of a credible and timely destination 

inspection service, are core to the DRC’s mandate and member services
• the Compendium is a key component of the DRC’s ability to deliver services to    

its membership

GRADES MATTER 
The importance of grade standards



(CFIA) Canadian Grade Compendium 
Volume 2 – Fresh Fruit or Vegetables 

The Compendium

• is the lexicon, or generally recognized and accepted language, for 
describing fruit and vegetable commodities and associated defects
• this common lexicon is necessary in order for inspectors and marine surveyors to 

communicate with buyers and sellers who are separated by geographic distances

• establishes expectations for arrival condition given that fresh fruit        
and vegetables are generally purchased unseen
• grade standards are the basis for establishing a breach of contract and are an essential 

business-to-business tool 
• most countries have established domestic grade standards; the most in use are those    

in Canada, the United States, the UNECE and CODEX. As such, grade standards are truly 
prevalent and integral to global trade in fruit and vegetables



GRADE STANDARDS and the SFCR (proposed)
An opportunity for industry

Under the SFCR, grade requirements in existing regulations would be 
consolidated into two documents that would be incorporated by reference (IBR) 
in the proposed Regulations:

1. The proposed Beef, Bison and Veal Carcass Grade Requirements would be maintained 
by  the Canadian Beef Grading Agency (CBGA) according to the conditions outlined in 
a Memorandum of Understanding between the CBGA and the CFIA; and

2. The proposed Canadian Grade Compendium would consolidate all other Canadian 
grade requirements (e.g.: Honey, Maple, Fruit and Vegetable, etc.) into a single 
document organized by commodity and maintained by the CFIA.

Result: Canadian Grade Compendium Volume 2 – Fresh Fruit or Vegetables

Part 1: Grade Requirements for Fresh Fruit
Part 2: Grade Requirements for Fresh Vegetables



(SFCR) Canadian Grade Compendium 
Volume 2 – Fresh Fruit or Vegetables 



FPA Industry Consultation: Canadian Grade Standard 
Review & Standardization Project STATUS June 8, 2009

Background The Fresh Produce Alliance (FPA), an alliance of the CHC, the CPMA and 
DRC, was formed in 2004 to work collectively on projects to improve Canada’s fresh fruit 
and vegetable industry. One of the projects involved working with CFIA, growers, packers, 
shippers and marketers to modernize Canada’s fruit and vegetable grade standards.  

2005-2009 FPA led a complete review of Canada’s grade standards. This provided 
industry with an opportunity to update existing standards and remove irrelevant and 
obsolete information from both the standards and their complementary inspection 
manuals.   

Through meetings with small commodity-specific committees, proposed changes were 
developed based on a review and comparison of the Canadian and US grade standards. 
Consideration was also given to the respective inspection instructions and manuals. 

A comprehensive summary of proposed changes to the standards was presented to CFIA 
in March 2009. To date, the proposed changes have not been implemented. 



2009 Outcomes
Fresh Produce Alliance Grades Project

Commodity Consultation 
Status

Proposal
Status

Mandatory vs. 
Voluntary Grade 

Declaration

Other

Apples Completed Proposal completed Mandatory Letter to U.S. Apple Association forwarded Fall 
2008. No interest to discuss changes to U.S. 
apple grade standard; 2 years ago they 
completed a 10 year process of revising the 
standard.

Apricots
Cherries
Peaches
Pears
Plums & 
Prunes

Completed Proposals completed All mandatory The California Tree Fruit Agreement was 
contacted for input on peach and plum 
changes; unfortunately, they are not interested 
in discussing any changes since they 
completed their own review 3 years ago. They 
will consider our request for changes at the time 
of their next review.

Cantaloupes
Cranberries
Rhubarb (Field)

Completed To be revoked; 
U.S. Standard to be used 
for trade purposes

De-regulate A test market is being investigated for these 
commodities since de-regulation is taking too 
long.  Cranberries completed.

Corn (sweet) Completed Proposal completed Mandatory
Crabapples Completed To be revoked; Canadian 

standard to be “housed” 
on DRC website.

De-regulate A test market is being investigated for these 
commodities since de-regulation is taking too 
long.

Cucumbers 
(Field)

Completed Proposal completed Undecided Subsequent decision to revoke and use the US 
Standard.



Modernizing the Canadian Grade Compendium 
for Fresh Fruit or Vegetables: A DRC Initiative

Grade Standards Initiative: 2018

A document for each commodity has been prepared which includes:

• the standard as published in the proposed SFCR
• 2009 FPA recommendations
• opportunity to either Reaffirm the 2009 recommendations and/or 

bring forward additional recommendations
• reference to the CFIA Inspection Manual and opportunity for comment 

and recommendation for change where required to align with 
recommendations pertaining to the grade standard itself





Proposed 
changes



Proposed changes to the CFIA Quality Inspection Manual



WHAT’S NEXT? 
A multi-phase migration initiative.  

How will this happen?
With the support of industry/AAFC/CFIA the DRC has initiated a project to:
• identify those in industry with an interest in and working knowledge of specific grade standards 
• review, by commodity, the existing 700+ proposed amendments to: 

- determine ongoing relevance 
- the status of existing test market authorizations which either could or should be incorporated 

into grade standards
- identify new amendments of interest to industry in consultation with industry 

The DRC will work with the CFIA to determine and negotiate the terms and conditions of a MOA to 
maintain the Compendium. 

How will this work going forward?
• Once the updates have been completed, approved by industry and transitioned to the DRC website, 

ongoing maintenance is expected to be minimal (i.e.: similar to the process in place for Test Market 
Authorizations (TMAs).



Next steps and proposed timelines
Steps Proposed Stakeholders*

1. Engage industry and provide an overview, including work to date, current 
context and next steps

March 2018 CHC and members; 
CPMA

2. Seek industry input to identify and assign individuals to small, commodity 
specific review teams

March 2018 CHC and members; 
CPMA

3. DRC to engage review teams in a process to:
• consider and reaffirm or amend previously recommended changes
• identify additional changes and vet recommendations with peers

July -
December 
2018

CHC and members; 
CPMA

4. Outreach to US and USDA as may be required Ongoing DRC, CFIA, USDA

5. Consultation with industry to develop and finalize a process for managing 
and communicating future changes to the grades standards

October 2018 
- March 2019

CHC and members; 
CPMA

6. Present an updated and finalized Compendium  March 2019 DRC

7. Engage with CFIA to develop a MoA and implement changes 
recommended through the consultation

July 2018 -
March 2019

DRC, CFIA

8. Migrate renewed Compendium to the DRC Early 2020

* Other stakeholders may be engaged as identified.



SUMMARY
1. DRC

• will lead the initiative, including communications, managing 
input and document updates (i.e.: secretariat)

2. Your role
• Identify volunteers to represent your commodity or 

commodities
• This could and should include grower, shipper, packer and 

marketer representation
• Feel free to group commodities where it makes sense

3. The work
• Review Terms of Reference
• Establish timelines
• Validate communication channels
• Detailed review of the grade standards



Help Desk
 613-234-0982
 info@fvdrc.com
 613-234-0986
 fvdrc.com 
 Building 75 

Central Experimental Farm
960 Carling Avenue
Ottawa, ON K1A 0C6
Canada
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