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Canadian Horticultural Council Federal Election 
2019 – Member Advocacy 

 

 

Write to your local paper or candidate 
A letter to the editor in your local newspaper, or a letter to your candidate, are great ways to address an 
issue that is important to you. 

By writing a letter to the editor of your local paper, you can make people in your community aware of an 
issue that affects your livelihood, family and community. This type of letter may also reach local, 
provincial and federal politicians. 

And by writing a letter to your candidate, you can speak about issues directly with your government 
representative. 

Whichever type of letter you write, your story and perspective can have an influence on your 
community and policy makers’ decisions. Use the tips and examples letters below, as well as the fact 
sheets on various key issues, to write a letter to your local paper.  

Tips for letters to the editor 
1. Get the editor’s attention with a dramatic fact or short statement of the issue. Use first person 

(I), and explain that you are a local farmer.  
2. Explain the issue.  Be simple and clear and describe the issue in a way that your neighbours 

would understand:  
3. Say what you’re asking for and be specific. 
4. Tell your story.  
5. Describe the scope of the problem, and give stats. Use the fact sheet available below for more 

information.  
6. Explain a solution and benefit.  

Tips for letters to your candidate(s) 
A letter to a candidate is very similar to a letter to the editor. You need to state the issue, impact, 
solution, and benefit. Given that you have a little more space in a letter to a candidate, you can add a bit 
more detail—mostly about yourself, your situation, and the benefit to the candidate’s riding.  

1. Get the candidate’s attention with a dramatic fact or short statement of the issue. Use first 
person (I), and explain that you are the candidate’s constituent.  

2. Explain the issue. Be simple and clear and describe it in a way that people reading it will 
understand.  
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3. Tell your story. You can add more information about yourself here. Where your farm is, how 
long you’ve been operating, the number of people you employ, etc. Give your candidate a sense 
of who you are.  

4. Say what you’re asking for.  
5. Describe why this is important to you. 
6. Describe the scope of the problem and give stats. Use the fact sheet below for more 

information.  
7. Explain a solution. 
8. Explain the benefit of finding a solution. 

Example letters 
CHC has identified key areas where government action is needed to improve the competitiveness of our 
sector. Example letters on these issues can be found below, and may provide you with a helpful starting 
point in writing your own letter.  
 
While some examples are letters to the editor and some are letters to political candidates, know that 
you can write about any issue to either your local paper or your candidate. With this in mind, follow 
these examples as much or as little as you like, and feel free to modify them as necessary. But above all, 
be sure to add your own personal experience.  
 
And remember—if you are writing a letter to the editor, present yourself as a local farmer sharing their 
perspective with your community. If you are writing to your candidate, present yourself as their 
constituent addressing an issue on which they need to take action.  
 
Example letter topics include: 

• Financial Protection for Produce Farmers 
• Crop Protection 
• Labour 
• Need for Canadian Data 
• Business Risk Management 
• Carbon Pricing 
• International Trade 

Example Letter: Financial Protection for Produce Sellers 
 
Dear Editor, 

As one of over 14,000 Canadian fresh fruit and vegetable farmers, I am constantly vulnerable to critical 
financial risk thanks to a lack of protection from losses incurred as a result of insolvent buyers. Fresh 
fruit and vegetable growers in the United States are protected against losing the value of their produce 
when a buyer declares bankruptcy or insolvency. Canadian produce farmers used to have preferential 
access to this protection when selling to the US, but because Canada doesn’t have such protection, the 
United States Department of Agriculture revoked this protection for Canadian farmers. Now, if a U.S. 
buyer can’t pay due to bankruptcy or insolvency, a Canadian grower or seller has to take out a bond 
equal to twice the value of the produce in order to file a formal complaint.  
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As the majority Canadian produce farmers are small operations and don’t have much cash on hand, 
finding that kind of money can be very difficult—if not impossible. This is causing growers and sellers to 
abandon their claim to their produce’s value.  
 
Recently I lost $10,000 on a load of produce to the U.S. To fight for the value of my produce, I had to 
post a bond worth twice its value. Because I did not have the funds to post a double bond, I had to 
accept the loss.  

I can no longer afford this. Canada’s fruit and vegetable growers can no longer afford this.   

The solution is simple: Dr. Ron C.C. Cuming of University of Saskatchewan College of Law has drafted a 
turnkey legislative proposal based on the concept of a “Deemed Trust.” It requires little work from 
government other than tabling the legislation to be passed into law, and would represent no cost to 
government and would not require any changes to the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act. A Canadian 
deemed trust would reduce costs imposed on Canadian consumers, remove complications in cross-
border trade with the U.S. and eliminate an unnecessary risk for Canadian fruit and vegetable sellers. 

Example Letter: Crop Protection 
 
Dear Mrs. Candidate, 
 
As your constituent, and a fruit and vegetable grower, I rely on a wide range of crop protection 
strategies, such as integrated pest management plans and government-approved pesticides. I recognize 
that plant health, biosecurity and up-to-date pest risk analyses are key components to market access 
and are important to the protection of the environment. As you know, the Canadian produce industry 
requires crop protection management policies and programs that support market access and that 
promote economic viability and competitiveness, while providing safe, healthy food to consumers. 

And as you also may be aware, pesticides are thoroughly evaluated for environmental and human health 
concerns with large amounts of scientific data, are well-regulated at all levels of government, and are 
essential to the fresh produce industry.  

Nevertheless, I have growing concerns about regulations’ impact on the competitiveness of our industry. 
As your constituent, I would ask that you encourage your party to implement policy to ensure that 
regulatory decision-making processes reflect that, beyond the human and environmental health 
obligations, we must use a competitiveness lens as part of all regulatory decisions. Currently, Health 
Canada is removing crop protection tools faster than new tools are being introduced and approved—
creating a gap in options for crop protection. 
 
It is essential that you and your counterparts work across government departments to address these 
issues, and ensure the effective collection and sharing of pesticide use data so that regulatory decisions 
can be made without placing the competitiveness of our industry, and the livelihood of producers like 
myself, at risk. 

Thank you. 
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Example Letter: Labour 
Dear Editor, 
 
Canada’s fruit and vegetable growers are fostering a highly sophisticated and modern agriculture sector 
of which Canadians can be proud. But without an adequate workforce to grow, harvest and pack, our 
produce rots in the field, on the tree, or on the vine, resulting in waste and financial loss.  

Canadian producers like myself hire Canadians first, and conduct ongoing and rigorous recruitment. 
However, because agricultural jobs are generally located in rural communities and are seasonal in 
nature, it is impossible to hire Canadians who are concentrated in urban centres and who generally 
prefer year-round work. Many of my fellow growers will tell you about these major challenges. 

When producers are unable to find enough Canadian workers, we access the Seasonal Agricultural 
Worker Program (SAWP), or the Agricultural Stream of the Temporary Foreign Worker Program (TFWP), 
to satisfy our labour needs.  

As my fellow Canadians may know, the labour gap in 2014 for horticulture commodities was 35,700 and 
is expected to increase to 46,500 by 2025. Seasonal workers have enabled farmers to fill this labour gap.   
 
With this in mind, it is essential that Canadians recognize the success and importance of the SAWP and 
support Canadian farmers and horticultural producers, like myself, who continue to benefit greatly from 
access to the SAWP. Indeed, my livelihood and the health of Canadian horticulture depend on these 
programs. 
 
It is also important that the Canadian media publicly highlight positive examples of good HR 
management in SAWP and TFWP, and help to encourage the adoption of best practices, and 
communicate the programs’ benefits to workers, consumers and farmers alike.  
 
Rare circumstances of negative experiences for seasonal workers do not override the critical importance 
of these programs.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Example Letter: Need for Canadian Data 
 
Dear Mr. Candidate, 
 
The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) requires up-to-date grower use information for its 
crop protection product re-evaluations. Each time a product is reviewed, we farmers are asked to 
complete a survey to help gather information on its usage. The surveys are often sent at times when we 
are busy planting or harvesting, which leads to a low response rate and data that does not represent a 
majority of farmers.  
 
Furthermore, Environment and Climate Change Canada no longer collects water monitoring data in 
Canada. The PMRA relies on these water monitoring data in the risk calculations when evaluating 
pesticides, and without it, are relying on—and making decisions based on—other jurisdictions’ data, 
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usually the United States. These decisions impact Canadian farmers and should therefor be based on 
Canadian data.  
 
As your constituent, I am asking that you commit to implementing policy to work across government 
departments to collect and share pesticide use data and improve data collection, and also re-instate 
water monitoring programs under Environment and Climate Change Canada. 
 
These policy changes would ensure that regulatory decisions which impact Canadian growers like myself 
are based on applicable Canadian data, ensuring the viability, competitiveness and sustainability of our 
industry.  

At your earliest convenience, I would be happy to discuss this issue further. You can contact me at 555-
123-4567. 
 
Thank you for your time. 

Example Letter: Business Risk Management 
 
Dear Ms. Candidate, 
 
Business risk management (BRM) tools are essential to Canada’s agriculture. As the election approaches, 
I believe I can speak for countless farmers across our nation through my request that the federal 
government ensure there are funds allocated to allow Agriculture and Agri-food Canada (AAFC)’s 
continued in-depth review of current BRM programs, allowing them to work with industry to ensure 
these programs are effective.  

To do this, I would like to ask, on behalf of my fellow growers, that you consider the following as 
solutions to addressing the precarious circumstances faced by many growers like myself: 

• Increase the AgriStability margin coverage to 85%, with no reference margin limits. The current 
70% trigger level provides very limited protection to farms. 

• Work with stakeholders to explore changes to BRM programming options that are meaningful 
and focused on program effectiveness rather than funding levels. 

• Examine options for enhancing access for greenhouse growers to production insurance. 
• Establish an industry-government technical working group that allows farm groups to actively 

participate in BRM data and impact analysis 

As a grower and advocate for my industry, I am confident that the above proposals would help to better 
support our industry, ensure financial and business stability for producers, and establish the long-term 
sustainability of Canadian horticulture. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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Example Letter: Carbon Pricing 

Dear Editor, 

As your readers may know, for farmers, annual productivity is subject to weather and climate pressures 
including the number of growing degree days before frost, hail, flooding, drought, and insect or disease 
pests. Being environmentally sustainable, good stewards of the land, water and air, and reducing inputs 
of energy, fuel, and fertilizer have always been part of the equation for farmers’ viability and long-term 
investment. Few professions face these concerns to the degree us farmers do. 

Nevertheless, carbon pricing’s indirect costs will maintain a carbon price signal to farmers and 
throughout the value-chain. Growers and packers are price-takers and the increased production costs 
(packaging, fertilizers, transportation, etc.) are not easily passed on to consumers. This reality impacts 
the price of domestically-grown food in the marketplace.  

The up-front relief for farmers and partial relief of 80% for greenhouse growers in the provinces covered 
by the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (GGPPA) are a big step in the right direction to level the 
playing field for Canadian farmers and greenhouse growers. But more action is needed if farmers—who 
grow the produce your readers consume each day—are to continue to produce the food Canadians 
consume. 
 
That’s why farmers like myself are asking whichever party forms the next government to consider 
critical policy initiatives. This includes allowing the full suite of fuels that farmers use, as well as the full 
range of farming activities and machinery used in modern Canadian primary agriculture, to be 
acknowledged and eligible for relief from carbon pricing. It also includes adding natural gas and propane 
to the definition of Qualifying Farming Fuel, while also recognizing the efforts being made by farmers to 
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and examine existing best practices. 

Without these changes, the viability and competitiveness of our industry is at risk, and Canadians will 
see the cost of produce rise dramatically for Canadians at retail. While the protection of the 
environment is essential, we must tackle the issue of carbon pricing with specific consideration for the 
unique—and essential—role farmers play in our economy and at our kitchen tables. 

I have no doubt that many of my fellow Canadians would agree. 

Example Letter: International Trade 

Dear Mr. Candidate, 
 
As you know, promoting international trade and investment with export markets is a priority for the 
Canadian produce sector. As Canada pursues new free trade agreements, farmers are committed to 
working with the government to uphold the principles of free and fair trade. But in order to grow 
Canadian produce exports while supporting demand in Canada for a range of products, the Canadian 
government must work to reduce non-tariff trade barriers, and harmonize of phytosanitary regulations, 
maximum residue limits, and payment issues. 
 
Barriers to trade within the sector are principally non-tariff and require support from the federal 
government to address. The ability to export to, or import from, a new market is dependent on 
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assessments of risks and recognition of plant protection systems by the trading countries’ plant health 
regulators. Requirements that are not science-based or essential to security act as effective non-tariff 
trade barriers between countries—and must be eliminated. 
 
As a result, I am asking, as your constituent, that you commit to ensure that new and renegotiated free 
trade agreements create the foundation for mutually-recognizing food safety systems, ensure that these 
agreements are based on sound science and address an appropriate risk-based approach, and firmly 
oppose the introduction of any tariff that could impact the availability, accessibility and affordability of 
food in the Canadian marketplace and Canadian produce in our export markets. 

These initiatives, coupled with regulation to imports that ensure foreign produce meets Canada’s high 
standards for labour, the environment, and of course the quality and safety of produce, will ensure the 
sustainability of our industry and the Canadian economy at large. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and service to Canada. 
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