
 
 

Crop Protection 
 

Fruit and vegetable growers rely on a wide range of crop protection strategies, such as integrated pest 
management plans and government-approved pesticides. Plant health, biosecurity and up-to-date pest 
risk analyses are key components to market access and are important to the protection of the 
environment. The Canadian produce industry requires crop protection management policies and 
programs that support market access and that promote economic viability and competitiveness, while 
providing safe, healthy food to consumers. 

Pesticides are thoroughly evaluated for environmental and human health concerns with large amounts 
of scientific data, are well-regulated at all levels of government, and are essential to the fresh produce 
industry.  

The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) is responsible for regulation, registration, and re-
evaluation of all active ingredients in pesticide products. It conducts risk assessments on all pesticide 
products with risk defined as both exposure and toxicity which can be mitigated by reducing either (or 
both) of these factors.   

We are asking each party to commit to implementing policy to: 

• Modify PMRA’s mission and regulatory decision-making process to reflect that, beyond the 
human and environmental health obligations, it must use a competitiveness lens as part of all 
regulatory decisions. 

• Provide essential funding for plant health agencies (PMRA and Pest Management Centre - 
PMC) and their initiatives. More than 350 re-evaluations and special reviews are either 
underway or will commence in the next 10 years. Without the time or sufficient resources 
needed to conduct thorough scientific reviews and to make science- and data-based 
conclusions, hurried decisions can be made that are detrimental not only to growers, but to 
the Canadian economy. 

• Provide a sufficient budget to PMC to get innovative new active ingredient products approved 
for market in order to strengthen the crop protection tool box. 

• Encourage science-based harmonization of phytosanitary requirements and MRLs with our 
trading partners which will ease technical barriers to trade. 

• Ease the burden on PMRA by initiating joint registrations and re-evaluations to support the 
accessibility of crop protection products that align and harmonize product access across North 
America. 

 
PMRA requires up-to-date grower use information for its’ crop protection product re-evaluations. Each 
time a product is reviewed, farmers are asked to complete a survey to gather information on their 
usage. The surveys are often sent at times when farmers are busy planting or harvesting, which leads to 
a low response rate and data that does not represent a majority of farmers.  
 
Furthermore, Environment and Climate Change Canada no longer collects water monitoring data in 
Canada. The PMRA relies on water monitoring data in the risk calculations when evaluating pesticides, 



 
 
and without it, are relying on other jurisdictions’ data, usually the United States. Decisions that impact 
Canadian farmers should be based on Canadian data.  
 
We are asking each party to commit to implementing policy to: 

• Work across government departments to collect and share pesticide use data. 
• Re-instate water monitoring programs under Environment and Climate Change Canada. 

 
 


